 BskEASAte SEE A E RRAEZARM

#oaMBIRS  ymexsarcre/s
A SES (E605)) ' » |

R NYUBORRETR) (FISTEUAERG ) « BRE > R HEE - -

1 SRR O 1T — SR £ B R AR A I th T A
R B2 2 T BT R B LR e B AR 2 AT 2 _
SR SRR DB T T R I DL R S R R E AR T
BEETEZTEAL (185))

2 EATRAHEMA - HEL R R e E Bim$yFE A=A Em
KR EE SRR T ST EE O BoE UK S e i T BT R
ATEERBEETREZ BH DUREBLILEANR G AE DM MR B |
PR R TIAR S k3 R R T AU M R AR NR AT H S
REINEREUREEUERZ BB EA TGN INER (24 7) .

3 BEEEEAMRESIERET R ER I T FEY THENHFE
FHERE S P AR SE T AE T AW HA R (R E S T @) .
FFERE (18 73)

B~ JExCEfoy (F£4093)

— S T YIRS » AR -

1. FH SR — BEIBESARFA R AIRG R 2L - (12 43) i
2. FE N YIHHERAESE — BRI N BB FAIRR L - i

(1) Chuang Tzu (2 43)
(2) Wang Ch’ang-ling (2 43}) i
(3) Yiian Chen (2 43) |
(4) chin-shih (2 43)
3. MRESRICURE —RES O PP HRE (ZIEEMEEEEIR0-8 o
73)

To write an outline of Chinese thought and literature of 25 centuries in 138 pages
or roughly 28,000 words is a tremendous task. The author possesses neither the
critical insight to make his narrative penetrating and meaningful. nor the ability of 1)
organizing his material so that he maintains a good balance between elaborations and |
simplifications. As a matter of fact, both omissions and inclusions are haphazard.

What justification is there, for instance, to offer such peripheral and spurious -
~ information that Chuang Tzu often lived on a mountain called Nan-hua and why

[N

should Wang Ch’ang-ling and Ts’en Ts’an’s attainment of the chin-shih degree be | B
given and documented while Po Chu-I and Yiian Chen, who also received the

chin-shih degree and whose names appear on the same page as the other two receive
no mention of the same kind?

When generalizations have often to be the rule of a book of this size, injudicial
remarks and faulty information are the more dangerous as they tend to lead the reader
who goes there for information to form erroneous views. This book, unfortunately,
sins heavily in this respect. The following are a few of such examples: Confucius is i
said to wish “merely to hand down the teachings of the ancients, and he forbade
himself original thought,” Tu Fu is said to have had a “considerable influence on later
poetry, particularly of the nineth century.” 7

Li Chi, Pacific Affairs, Vol. 38, No.2(Summer, 1965), 188-189.
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