
Alittle over fifty years ago, at the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, 

the great majority of Chinese students of literature would have traced the earliest 

development of China's literary tradition back to the middle of the third millennium 

before Christ. They would have accepted an extensive array of supposedly early prose' 

and poetry which, upon critical examination, was oftentimes but a projection of the 

imaginative minds of later ages into the remote past 

When the second Tang emperor, T'ai Tsung, ascended the throne in 627, he had 

laid the groundwork of Tang literature for, even when he was still Prince of Ch'in, 
he had established a Hall of Letters to which he had invited eighteen learned scholars 
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