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Theater was a mass form of art in China long before the twentieth century; with 

fluctuations, it has become even more so since the overthrow of the Qing dynasty. It 

has also continued to be a highly political phenomenon. Indeed, as the twentieth 

century has progressed and the political situation become more of an issue to the 

Chinese masses, so theater has tended to gain in significance for them as a factor both 

reflecting and influencing their country's development. 
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While novels are not meant to be complete records of historical fact, they do 

contain a wealth of sociological data. For a novel presents to us not only the world it 

seeks to portray; it presents us as well the ideals of its author, his valuations, and his 

goals. Its reflections of society as it is or was, of course, are inevitably one-sided, 

even distorted. But such misrepresentation can aid us in understanding the forms of a 

previous generation's prejudices, its attitude toward life, its moral constraints, and its 

distinctive philosophies. The information to be found in fiction -- particularly fiction 

written under the circumstances in which free and unrestricted expression was not 

possible -- becomes even more valuable and gains in authenticity. 


