
In some Chinese stories when a mortal traveler crosses over into 
the world of spirits and immortals, he often experiences a shift in the 

rate of time. Discovery of these distinct " t h e  zonesn occurs only on 
recrossing the boundary between them, or more precisely, on withdraw- 
ing from the immortd world back into the world s f  mortals. Straying 
into a time zone of immortals, the visitor often becomes absorbed tkere, 

- 

enjoying in sensual-pleasures of a goddess or watching a game of chess. 
On returning, the traveler discovers that time in the mortal world has 
passed a t  a faster rate than in the immortal world. Europe has its 
stories of "Dame Venus" and America has its "Rip Van Winkle," based 
on much the same motif. Such stories attempt to account for the 

experience of absorption, in which one's attention becomes so focused 
on a single point that the sense of time becomes detached from the 

regular rhythms and markers of time outside. It is the limit of the 
subjective experience of time, in which time seems to stand still. 


